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Art Unit: 2617 

DETAILED ACTION 

I. The Art Unit location of this application in the USPTO has changed. To aid in 
correlating any papers for this application, all further correspondence regarding this application 
should be directed to Art Unit 2617. 



The current office-action is in response to the amendments/remarks filed on 04/19/2006. 
Accordingly, Claims 4-15, 18, 23-24, 32-50 are cancelled and Claims 1-3, 16-17, 19-22, 
25-31 pending for further examination as follows: 



Double Patenting 

II. The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created doctrine 
grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent and to prevent possible 
harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting rejection is 
appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at least one examined application 
claim is not patentably distinct from the reference claim(s) because the examined application 
claim is either anticipated by, or would have been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., 
In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46 USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 
USPQ2d 2010 (Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re 
Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 
619 (CCPA 1970); and In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may 
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting 
ground provided the conflicting application or patent either is shown to be commonly owned 
with this application, or claims an invention made as a result of activities undertaken within the 
scope of a joint research agreement. 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a terminal 
disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 
3.73(b). 

III. Claims 1-3, 16-17, 19-22, and 25-31 rejected on the ground of nonstatutory obviousness- 
type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-59 of U. S. Patent No. 6959183. 
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Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other 
because all of the claimed limitations of the present U.S. Application No. 10/045635 for 
example, see Claim 1 is explained in following table, is transparently found in claim 22 of the U. 
S. Patent No. 6959183 with obvious wording variations. 



Instant Claim of U.S. Application No. 
10/045635 


Related Claim ofU. S. Patent No. 6959183 


1. A method for providing flat-fee wireless 
communications services, said method 
comprising: 


22. A method of rendering wireless 
communications services to one or more 
subscribers in return for payment of a flat rate 
charge, comprising: 


Setting a given rate associated with a given 
period of time for said wireless 
communications services in a service area for 
at least one subscriber; 


Determining a flat rate charge for the services; 
Determining a period of time within which the 
flat rate for the wireless device charge shall 
apply; 


Enabling, for said at least one subscriber, 
unlimited use of said wireless communications 
services within said service area for said period 
of time upon receipt of a corresponding 


Providing unlimited access to the wireless 
communications services for the flat rate 
charge during the period of time; 
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payment of said given rate; 




Wherein said service area substantially 
coincides with a modeled geographic area that 
approximate at least one municipal region 
indicative 01 anticipated participation 01 the at 
least one subscriber in at least one selected 
from the group consisting of living, working, 
playing, shopping and traveling. 


Providing the wireless communications 
services solely from a limited geographic area 
that approximates at least one municipal region 
m wnicn tne subscriber substantially lives, 
works, and plays. 



IV. Applicant's arguments filed on 06/02/2006 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

As per claim 1, in response to Applicant's argument that '183 patent doesn't teach, 
"Wherein said service area substantially coincides with a modeled geographic area that 
approximate at least one municipal region indicative of anticipated participation of the at least 
one subscriber in at least one selected from the group consisting of living, working, playing, 
shopping and traveling; " it is noted that '183 patent supports the assertion as, that Claim 1 of the 
'183 Patent which claims, "Providing the wireless communications services solely from a limited 
geographic area that approximates at least one municipal region in which the subscriber 
substantially lives, works, and plays". It is well known, a modeled geographic region could be a 
town, village, or a city, which includes a living, working, playing, shopping and traveling area, 
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and a limited geographic region could be a town, village, or a city, which includes a living, 
working, playing, shopping and traveling area, besides a limited geographic region is a restricted 
area so a modeled geographic region could be an area which is restricted per boundaries or 
parameters, that is limited by boundaries or parameters. For that reason, a limited region could be 
a modeled region or vice-versa. Hence, it is believed that '183 patent still includes the claimed 
limitations. 

The above arguments also recites for the newly amended claim 16, consequently the 
response is the same explanation as set forth above with regard to claim 1. 

With the intention of that explanation, it is believed and as enlighten above, the refutation 
are sustained and double-patenting rejection is valid. 

Conclusion 

V. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharad Rampuria whose telephone number is (571) 272-7870. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. (8:30-5). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://portal.uspto.gov/external/portal/pair. Should you have questions on access to 
the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free) or EBC(a)Mspto.gov . 



Sharad Rampuria 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2617 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




